
MAF Book Summary: Roseanna by Maj Sjöwall & Per Wahlöo 

Murder Among Friends’ overall reaction to this first book in the Martin Beck/Story of a Crime series was 

overwhelmingly positive! Members enjoyed the depth of detail both in the realistic depiction of the 

daily work of the Swedish police and in the authors’ tracking of the parts of Sweden that the 

investigation covered. One member even pulled out her maps to track where they were going to 

interview suspects, go to the crime scene, and follow the trail of the murderer back to Stockholm itself.  

One member was so kind as to bring pictures of Lake Vattern and the actual passenger ship (Diana) 

which was the site of  the victim’s murder in the story! There were other handouts of places that were 

key to the novel, and that Patti will add to the upcoming MAF website. (She’s also hoping to get the link 

for the Diana etc. too!) 

Another member particularly enjoyed the way the authors had the police first hunting down the Diana’s 

passengers, and then combing through the passengers’ travel pictures to find the killer. The way they 

painstakingly follow all the phases it takes to solve the crime adds to the realism and believability for the 

reader. A couple of members had some difficulty getting into the story initially, and one member had 

stopped reading it, due to the pacing and its focus on the daily activities that often did nothing to 

advance the story. In talking about how this deliberate approach was used by the authors to build the 

readers’ belief in the authenticity of how an investigation would run, all the members came to 

appreciate what the authors were trying to do, especially when the reader who had put it down was 

told how gripping the final resolution was in catching the killer. 

A major point of discussion was just how differently the police in Sweden are shown to act – particularly 

with suspects and each other – than we see in American police procedurals. Their focus on needing to 

help the murderer with his problem, instead of “getting the bad guy” and punishing him for the crime 

itself. We also talked about how the time frame of the 1960s is also reflected in the attitudes and issues 

of the characters. (In the introduction, Wallander author Henning Mankell even points out how the 

authors even place a Vietnamese tourist on the shoreline, probably in acknowledgement of the Vietnam 

War and the raising of the western world’s consciousness of that part of the world.) 

Raising consciousness is the overall aim that Sjowall and Wahloo had in writing this series. They saw the 

crime novel as a perfect vehicle for making social commentary that expressed their concerns for the 

increasingly capitalistic pitfalls that Sweden was starting to encounter, along with the rest of the world. 

The books were very deliberately thought out to be a 10 book series they thought of as “The Story of a 

Crime”. One article that was shared about how they came to write the series mentioned that they had 

been talking about doing a series of crime novels , and one day they observed a dark-haired woman 

leaning on the rail of a passing passenger boat and Maj said to Per “What if we killed her?”. The rest is 

history, and the influence of it on other mystery writers has been powerful. In sharing background about 

the authors it also came out that the authors had met, and courted, by writing pieces, articles, etc. and 

leaving them for each other. This was echoed in the way they wrote the Martin Beck stories. They would 

each write one chapter, and the next night swap them and edit them. We felt that along with the plot 

and themes that the books reflect the two of them as soul mates as well. We rounded out the evening 

with a special Swedish cake that was “For Maj and Per”. (Pictures of it will be added to the new site!) 



Patti will be posting the articles and pictures on the new Murder Among Friends site being developed. In 

the meantime, members are encouraged to send her their additional thoughts on the book, and they 

will be added as posts to the site. 


